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REMARKS 

In the Action, daims 17-20 were rejected under 35 § 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Gotterbauer (US Patent 5,759,479). In addition, clai«\s 25 and 26 were 
rqected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being obvious and thus unpatentable over the 
Gotterbauer patent Finally, claims 21-24 were rejected under § 103 as being 
unpatentable over Gotterbauer in view of tiie Hildesson et al. patent (US Patent 
6,372,177). 

By this Amendment, claim 17, which was the only independent daim in the case, 
has been amended to further define the invention. At the same time, dependent claim 
18 has been cancelled. In addition, new daim 27 has been added as a second 
independent daim, and new claims 28 and 29 added as dependent daims. 

Amended daim 17 adds the method steps of processing the plastic material in 
the mold cavity prior to the injection of the gas, and then pressurizing the plastic 
material in the mold cavity after injection of the gas and before expelling any of the 
plastic ixiaterial back towards the injection-molding machine. Claim 27 is similar to 
daim 17 as amended, but only indudes the process step of packing the plastic material 
in the mold cavity prior to injection of the gas. These process steps are fully supported 
by the present specification. See paragraphs 14-15 and 29-30. 

In addition, dependent daims 28-29 are fully supported by the spedfication. See 
paragraph 29. 

It is submitted that the invention as set forth in ind^}endent claims 17 (as 
amended) and 27 (new) are not disdosed or suggested by either of the two dted 
references (Gotterbauer and Hildesson), whether taken individually or in any 
permissible combination. Neither of the dted references teadies the steps of packing of 
the plastic material in the mold cavity prior to the injection of the gas. 

hi view of the foregoing, all of the daims remaining in the case, namely claims 17 
and 19-29, are in proper form and patentably distinguish from the prior art. According, 
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allowance of these claims and passage of the application to issuance are respectfully 
solicited. 

"Ilie Commissioner is hereby authorized to diarge any additional fees, which 
may be required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0476. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ARTZ & ARTZ, P.C. 




Reg. No. 25,824 

28333 Telegraph Road, Suite 250 
Southiield,MI 48034 
Phone:(248)223-9500 

Dated: October 30, 2006 



PA6E5l6'RCVDAT10l3IU20062:11:11PM[EastemStandvdTiine]'SVR:USP 



